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Author’s Note
| will refer to YHVH the way David did in Psalm 68:4 I:

“Sing unto God, sing praises to his name: extol him that rideth
upon the heavens by his name Yah, and rejoice before him.”




Yah Makes Wars to Cease

“Yah makes wars to cease to the end of the earth and He
breaks the bow and cuts apart spears; He burns the chariots
in the fire”. Psalm 46:9

My Amish Friend Obi (he won't let me print his last name) and |
were discussing the Genocidal Wars in the Hebrew Scriptures.
How could the God of the Old Testament, who seemed be
continually at war, be the same God that Jesus told us was a
Peacemaker who sends rain and sun on the righteous and the
unrighteous alike, who is full of forgiveness and mercy and daily
sheds grace on everyone.

Obi writes:

“We wanted to see if YHVH was really the Father of Yahshuah
(Jesus), who commanded us to love our enemies. If YHVH
delighted in bloodshed, we didn't see how he could be 'One’
with Yahshuah, the ultimate nonviolent resister. Since the
whole issue of war has been debated by Christians for 1700
years, you'd think someone would have sat down and analyzed
all the OT wars to see if YHVH was really behind them. Many
people take as a given that he was behind them all. But what
the research seems to be saying is he was ultimately behind
very few of them.

You have heard many people reject YHVH on the grounds that
he was a war-monger. We hope the raw data at
http://lyhvh.name/?fag=1 will help to exonerate him of that
charge. The data shows if you analyze what really happened,
YHVH hates human violence and he loves peacemakers, and
always has”.

There are so many wars depicted in the Hebrew Bible that
people assume it is all about God’s wars. Many are surprised
and skeptical when I tell them the Bible teaches that God’s
people are to be non-violent pacifists. The research shows that




of the 747 conflicts in found in the 39 books, only ten were
directed by God

The following Chart is the result of the 747 conflicts recorded in
the Hebrew Scriptures and shows who instigated them.

144 |gangs ~
2 Judges

158 |ations =
354 :% -

39 tribes —
40  troops —
10 |[YHVH =

As you can see YHVH was far less engaged in wars than you
previously imagined.




In 4933 B.C.E., Moshe declared in Exo 15:3 “The LORD is a
warrior, Yah is His name”.

What that means is only Yah has the right to kill our enemies.
He is the sole warrior. He is the only one allowed to retaliate or
seek vengeance.

1 Samuel 17:47 "Then all this assembly shall know that the
LORD does not save with sword and spear; for the battle is the
Lord's.”

Rom 12:19 “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather
give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; | will
repay, saith the Lord”.

It is my intention to persuade you by showing you dozens of
cases where Jewish prophets kings and commoners came to
this understanding of Yah's role, and how the nation was
delivered time and again by letting Yahveh be the sole warrior
and avenger. | will also show you how whenever Israel sinned
and took up the sword, it led to enslavement and horrible
psychological sufferings.

Cain Kills Abel

The first act of violence recorded in the Bible was a fratricide.
The older brother Cain, in a fit of jealousy, killed his younger
brother Abel.

James 4:1 “From where do wars and fightings among you
come? Is it not from this, from your lusts warring in your
members? You desire and do not have. You murder, and




are jealous, and are not able to obtain”.

Did this murder demand retaliation? No, Adam did not think to
take vengeance into his own hands. And God did not demand
retaliation. In fact, God protected Cain. What does this tell us
about God’s character? Is he a stern judge waiting to smite
sinners?

Psa 103:8 The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to
anger, and plenteous in mercy.

Exo 34:6 And the LORD passed by before him, and
proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and
gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,

Heb 8:12 For | will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and
their sins and their iniquities will | remember no more.




The Flood 4000 B.C.E.

The next act of violence is found in the story of Noah.

Gen 6:13 “And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is
come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through
them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth”.

Before we judge God too harshly let’s think about the moth
and the candle. The scriptures tell us God is like a fire.

Deu 4:24 For Yah-ovah your God is a consuming fire.

The moth circles the flame and eventually throws himself at
the flame and is consumed. Is the flame evil? No the flame
just is. The scriptures tell us God is merciful, kind, loving,
quick to answer our prayers and forgive our sins. In fact, the
New Covenant says he has purged us of our sins already
before we commit them and throws them into the sea of
forgetfulness. So, Yahveh is like a flame of love and peace.
Violent people like moths threw themselves at him and
suddenly the earth was destroyed. Did God destroy the
people, or did their own violence catapult them into his love
flame?




Eight people survived the global flood and the human race
began over somewhere in modern Turkey around 4,000
B.C.E.

Abraham 1900 B.C.E.

The Bible is the story of Redemption. Every story has to have a
location. This story begins in Irag. Every story has to have a
central character. Abraham, and his seed from the Old
Testament to the New, are the central characters.




After the flood, as the humans scattered over the face of the
earth Yah (YHVH) was looking for a special man to play the
leading role in his story. Around 1900 B.C.E. he found such a
man in an Iragi named Abram.

Yah chose Abram out of all the people on the earth to be his
special “friend”. Abraham had three qualities that endeared him
to Yah:

He was a Lover . He loved all people even the
vilest of sinners (he begged Yah one time not to
destroy the wicked people in Sodom and
Gomorrah.) (Gen. 18.16-33)

He was able to trust Yah (he did falter a few
times which endears him to me, but he always
got back up, and back on track).

He was dedicated to instructing his children in
the ways of Yah.

Abram was living in the town of Haran and when his father
died,

Gen 12:1 Yah said to Abram, "Leave your land, your relatives,
and your father's home. Go to the land that | will show you. |
will make you a great nation, | will bless you. | will make your
name great, and you will be a blessing | will bless those who
bless you, and whoever curses you, | will curse. Through you
every family on earth will be blessed.” So Abram left, as the
LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was 75
years old when he left Haran. Abram set out for Canaan. He
took along his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, and all the
possessions they had accumulated and the servants they had
acquired in Haran.

Rom 4:9 "Abraham believed God, and because of his
faith God accepted him as righteous."




Abraham’s Sin Leads to War with Lot

The premise of my argument is that sin results in warfare . This
is the first recorded incident in the Hebrew Bible of a war about
to break out. Abraham was told to leave his relatives, but he
disobeyed and brought along his nephew with a small army of
men: his own herders and slaves, and Lot’s herders and slaves.
Once in the Promised Land, the people with Lot began to fight
with Abram’s people over pastures and water.

Note here we see jealousy once again as the root cause of war.
Lot's men were jealous because Abram’s men had the best
pastures and water. Many wars have been and will be fought
over water and land. Abram however rose above the fray and
surrendered the best land to Lot and his men. We’'ll see this
principle was fully understood by Yitzak and Yacov. No land is
worth a war. Only the proud fight for land.

Psa 22:26 The meek shall eat and be satisfied: they shall
praise the LORD that seek him: your heart shall live
forever.

Psa 25:9 The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek
will he teach his way.

Psa 37:11 But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall
delight themselves in the abundance of peace.

Psa 149:4 For the LORD taketh pleasure in his people: he will
beautify the meek with salvation.




Abram surrendered the best land rather than fight

6,000 years later we haven’t learned much. Men everywhere
are willing to gladly defend their land and their nation and feel
fully justified in doing so, and use the Hebrew Scriptures to
justify their killing. None look to the example of Abram whom
they call father.

Abram was promised a land, but he realized it was not on earth.
It was a metaphor for the heavenly promised land, so he
claimed no land in Canaan.

Heb 11:8 “Faith led Abraham to obey when God called him to
go to a place that he would receive as an inheritance.
Abraham left his own country without knowing where he was
going. Faith led Abraham to live as a foreigner in the country
that God had promised him. He lived in tents, as did Isaac
and Jacob who received the same promise from God.




Abraham was waiting for the city that God had designed and
built, the city with permanent foundations”..
Unfortunately. the blood, and spiritual descendants, of Abraham
are squabbling and killing each other over the land in the Middle
East at the expense of missing the true heavenly Promised
Land.

War Over Wives

After land, men will kill for their wives. Now if ever a man had a
reason to kill for a wife it was Abram. Sarai must have been
gorgeous because when they entered Egypt, she must have
been close to 80, but she caught the eye of the Pharaoh who
had to have her. What will Abram do? Not only is she his
beloved, she also is bearing an unbelievable promise. In
Canaan the Lord appeared to Abram.

Gen 12:7 Then Yah appeared to Abram and said, "I'm going to
give this land to your descendants.” Abram was childless, but
he believed God would give he and Sarai a child.

That means if Abram surrenders Sarai, he will lose the promise.
What did he do? He trusted God to work things out without
bloodshed. Abraham surrendered his wife and the Promise,
rather than fight, and war was avoided.

Men today don’t even think there is another option, but will
immediate kill to defend their wives. What modern man has
complete trust that Yah will protect her and deliver her? This is
what makes Abraham the great man of faith. Not only did he
surrender his wife, but he placed his future promise of offspring
in Yahweh’s hand. Yah delivered Sarai untouched and with a
small fortune, and eventually, she bore him a son.

Abram Goes to War to Rescue his Nephew Lot

This is the first recorded war in the Scriptures and since
Abraham participated his descendants say, “if it was good
enough for our Father Abraham it is good enough for us”. Some
things to observe:

It was not a national war.




It was not about bringing peace and democracy, or
justice to the oppressed.

It wasn’t about expanding an empire, or seizing valuable
natural resources.

It wasn't in self-defense for the battle was already over
and the Babylonian/Chaldean raiders were retreating with
the booty and captives.

It wasn’t for revenge, or retaliation.

It wasn’t really what we might call a war, but it was a
rescue operation.

Nevertheless it violated Yah’s code. Abraham rescued Lot by
violence and so you could conclude that going to war to
protect your relatives is therefore justified. However, something
happened right after the war that makes this story more
complex than if first seems.

Abraham Meets Melchizedek




Melchizedek is called the King of Shalom, the Righteous King
and from all descriptions he is not a human at all, but a
heavenly being. The Dead Sea Scroll say he is the Angel of
Truth. (1QS 3:24).

There are two Midrashes that say that when Abraham was
returning from the war with the kings he was afraid.

“...Still another reason for Abram's fear after killing the kings in
battle: he wondered and asked: "Perhaps | violated the divine
commandment that the Holy One, Blessed be He, commanded
all men, 'Thou shalt not shed human blood (Gen 9:6)." Yet how
many people | killed in battle!.” (Midrash Tanhuma, Lech Lecha,
19)

“Abram was filled with misgiving, thinking to himself, "Maybe
there was a righteous or God-fearing man among those troops
which | slew..." ( Midrash Genesis Rabbah 44,8)

When he met Yah’s messenger, Melchizedek, Abram paid him a
tithe. | surmise that the tithe was a guilt offering. In any event
Melchizedek taught Abraham many things.

The Rabbis said that Melchizedek instructed Abraham in the
Torah (Genesis Rabbah 43:6.) Paul said Yah “preached the
Gospel to Abraham” (Gal.3:8) The Gospel of Peace
(Rom.10:15)

Since Melchizedek greeted Abraham with bread and wine, the
symbols of the Christian Gospel, | surmise he taught him about
the coming of Yahshuah, his death and resurrection, and
deliverance of all people. Yahshuah himself said “Abraham
rejoiced to see my day.” (John 8:56) Yahshuah knew that
Abram had had a glimpse into the future and the arrival of his
descendant, “the promised seed” who would redeem
humankind.

Gal 3:16 “The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his
descendant. Scripture doesn't say, "descendants," referring to




many, but "your descendant,” referring to one. That descendant
is Christ.”

| believe Melchizedek taught Abram that Yah alone, is the only
warrior and only he is authorized to take lives. After Abraham
met Melchizedek, and learned the way of peace, he never shed
blood again. Yah called him his friend for Yah knew that
Abraham would instruct his children in the ways of peace and
holiness.

Heb 12:14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without
which no man shall see the Lord.

By looking at the lives of his son Yitzhak, and his grandson
Yahkov, we can see that he successfully passed on this Gospel
of Peace, for both boys solved their problems without
bloodshed.

Yitzhak the First True Man of Peace 1868 B.C.E.

Yitzhak was a faithful son who learned from his father the ways
of peace. He had five legitimate occasions in his life to take up
arms against invaders. Each time he avoided battle. When the
Philistines stopped Yitzhak's wells and persecuted him, rather
than fight, he moved out of the scene of conflict.

He was then persecuted in Gerar over more wells, and he
moved again rather than fight. Then in Esek, and finally in
Sitnah, he was harassed, but each time he moved rather than
fight. Each time Yah led him to greener pastures. Finally, he
came to Reheboth a large land flowing with milk and honey
where his enemies came and signed peace treaties with him.

Pro 16:7 “When a person's ways are pleasing to the LORD, he
makes even his enemies to be at peace with him”.

Yitzhak's message to us is never fight over land.

Let those who have ears to hear, hear and understand.




Yahkov

Yahkov had four valid occasions to take up arms and resisted
doing so. The first event was when he cheated his brother Esau
out of the birthright. Esau was so angry that it would have led to
a death fight. Yahkov fled east to Babylon to avoid a battle.

The second event was when Yahkov was returning from
Babylon with his wives and flocks and children and servants.
His uncle Laban, who had been keeping him in bondage, came
with an army to fight, and through Yahkov’s negotiations,
bloodshed was avoided.

The third event was when Yahkov was returning to Canaan and
learned that his brother Esau was approaching with an army.

Jacob knew he must not shed blood.

For Jacob thought: 'If he prevails against me, will he not slay
me; while if | am stronger than he, will | not slay him?' That is




the meaning of 'he was afraid’ (lest he should be slain) and ‘was
distressed' (lest he should slay.)" Midrash Genesis Rabbah 76,2

Rather than fight, Yahkov sent Esau tribute and then he and his
followers bowed seven time to Esau indicating that they would
be his vassals. Esau accepted this act of peace and welcomed
him as a brother and not a vassal. Esau who had every right to
be angry and vengeful, demonstrated that he was a true son of
Abraham by forgiving his brother.

The Rape

Men go to war to protect their wives, daughters and sisters. The
thought of them being raped is usually considered a just cause

for war. Abraham surrendered his wife rather than kill. 1t came
to pass that a Sheckemite raped Yahkov's daughter Dinah.




When Yahkov learned that the young man (the rapist) wished
to marry Dinah, he agreed to it, on the condition that all the men
in the youth's tribe would be circumcised, and worship Yah. The
youth's tribe agreed.

However on the third day after the circumcision, when the men
were unable to walk because of their pain, Yahkov's two sons
Simeon, Levi, led the others in massacring all the men and boys
in the tribe of the rapist.

Yahkov was furious; this was not Yah's way. Yahkov was so
angry; he put a curse on his two sons, Simeon and Levi. Yah
told him as a result, the children of Israel would be punished for
430 years as slaves to the Egyptians. Sin leads to enslavement.

Simeon would eventually cease to exist as a tribe and be
absorbed into the tribe of Judah, and the Levites would not be
given any land when the Promised Land was divided among the
tribes.




Yosef 1730 B.C.E.

Yahkov’ favorite son, Yosef, understood the way of Non-
violence. His brothers plotted to kill him because they were
jealous of him. At the last minute, they sold him as a slave to a
caravan traveling to Egypt.

Years later, when Yosef was the second in command in Egypt,
and his brothers came to him for food, instead of avenging them
for their treachery, he offered them forgiveness. This is the way
of Yah, the God of Peace. Yah will fight your enemies. Your
duty is to forgive them and treat them with kindness as Yosef
did.




Moshe 1500 B.C.E.

Moshe stands out as the preeminent Old Covenant deliverer.
Moshe understood Yah's way of holy war. Moshe did not try to
liberate his people through armed revolution, but through
migration.

When the Pharaoh refused to let the people migrate, Yah began
his warfare by sending plagues.




At the Red Sea 1448 B.C.E.

This is the paradigm of Bib lical Pacifism

Pharaoh as you recall, said the Israelites could have their
freedom and leave Egypt, but then he changed his mind, and
decided to kill them. His armies pursued the migrating Israelites
to the banks of the Red Sea. It was there that Moshe revealed
his knowledge of Yah, and Yah’s way of fighting. On the banks
of the sea, he told his followers that they were not to engage in
battle, but to stand still.

"Fear not stand still and see the salvation of Yah . . . Yah shall
fight for you and you shall hold your peace." (Ex 14.13-14)

Moshe understood man’s role and Yah's role. He said, “Yah is
a warrior. Yah is his name.” (Ex.15:3)




“Yah is a warrior; in fact, he demonstrated to Moshe that he is
the only warrior. He needs no help from human beings. That
day Pharaoh and his army were destroyed. No Israeli struck a
single blow. Yah triumphed gloriously, the horse and rider were
thrown into the sea”. - Mennonite theologian Lois Barret, The
Way God Fights,

“In Holy War the people and their leaders were to rely on God
alone for the victory. They did not need large armies. They did
not need modern weapons. God would work through their faith
not their military power.” (Barret 1991)

The Amalakites




Not long after the crossing the Red Sea, however, the people
gathered against Moshe and were about to stone him to death
(Gen 17.4).

Suddenly the Amalakites came sweeping down on them.
However, this time the command was not "Stand still and see
the salvation of Yah". No, not this time, this time it was fighting;
hard brutal hand-to-hand, deathly combat. All day long, the
fierce battle raged.

You see Yah’s protection only works when you are walking in
obedience to Yah, then Yabh fights for you. However, if you are
walking in disobedience, and rebellion, do not expect Yah to
fight for you. On the contrary, you can expect the Amalakites
(the name means trouble). The horrible truth is that when you
are living in sin, Yah does not fight for you, but He actually fights
against you.

The Amalakite war was sent by Yah to punish the rebellious
people. It is like a spiritual law of cause and effect. Obey and
Yah will destroy your enemies, disobey, and Yah will fight and
chastise you with war and enemies.

The Israelites won the battle against the Amalekites only
through a painful, prolonged, ferociously sickening battle. The
lesson to me is that sin begets warfare.

Not long after the battle with the Amalekites, an Israeli named
Korah, led another rebellion against Moshe who stood still and
saw Yah open the earth and swallow Korah and his rebels with
their wives and children.

"Undoubtedly Israel's fighting was the consequence of her own
sins and contrary to the intentions of Yahveh." -Mennonite
theologian Guy Hershberger War, Peace, and Non-Resistance

The First Attempt to Invade the Promised Land

A year later, the children of Israel marched towards the
Promised Land to invade. It was not to be a bloodthirsty all out
slaughter, but a peaceful, gradual penetration, in which Yah
alone would do the fighting.




In Exodus chapter 23 Yah promised to drive out the inhabitants
of the land: "I will send my fear before thee . . . | will send
hornets before thee . . . my angel shall go before thee . . . little
by little | will drive them out before thee"

Yah’s angel directing swarms of hornets was to be the only
army.

Do you recall the unhappy event? As they approached the
Promised Land, they sent 12 spies who returned with the
frightening news that the land was full of Amalakites, and giants.
Only two of the spies had enough faith to say,” let's invade,” the
rest discouraged the people. They again rebelled and turned
against Moshe. By now, you know what that means: Rebellion =
Sin = War.

Seeing the people in open revolt, Moshe commanded them to
turn back to the desert. The invasion is off. Yah commands you
to return to the desert where your carcasses will fall. "Not so",
they shouted, and began organizing their warriors to invade.
They rushed into the Promised Land only to be slaughtered and
repulsed. The folly of men going to war is always unholy, and
filled with death. Finally, in defeat, they went out into the desert
to die.

"It is not Yah's plan that men should sin, but if they choose sin,
He can still use them to carry out his eternal purposes.”
(Hershberger, 1969)




The message is not difficult to grasp. We enter Yah's kingdom
by trusting him and obeying him. Our own efforts always lead to
destruction. The just shall live by faith. Be faithful to Yah and he
will fight your battles. The battle is Yah's.

2 Chron.20:15 “Don't be frightened or terrified by this large
crowd. The battle isn't yours, It's God's”.

Does Yah Commit Genocide?

The single most troubling statements in the Hebrew Scriptures
are Yah's orders to destroy everything that breathes in Canaan.
Many people have rejected the God of Israel because of it.
Many like Mike Friesen say:

“If God did command genocide then we really need to question
what we are doing obeying this god”. (Friesen, 2005)

Yes, Yah ordered the complete annihilation of the Canaanites,
so yes he does destroy entire people groups, but He creates
people and he has the right to destroy people. He destroys them
one by one or whole groups at a time. As creator, he has this
right over his creation, but he is the “only one” with this right. He
is the giver and taker of life. There were a few isolated incidents
thousands of years ago when he used humans as his tools, but
it was extremely rare and limited.

Yah had a timetable for wiping out the Canaanites based on
their growing state of wickedness. 400 years before the event
he told Abraham:

"Know of a surety that your descendants will be sojourners in a
land that is not theirs, and will be slaves there, and they will be
oppressed for four hundred years; but | will bring judgment on
the nation which they serve, and afterward they shall come out
with great possessions. As for yourself, you shall go to your
fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. And
they shall come back here in the fourth generation; for the




iniquity of the Amorites ( the Canaanites) is not yet complete.”
(Genesis 15:13-15)

What was so Evil about the Amorites/Canaanites?

The most plausible theory I've heard is that they were not fully
human. Genesis six tells how fallen angels (Ben elohim)
impregnated the daughters of men spawning a wicked race of
giants, or titans (Nephilim in Hebrew) who filled the earth with
violence. They taught humans how to create intoxicants,
sorcery, the art of war, and introduced human to cannibalism
human sacrifices and sexual perversions. Their descendants
were the Amorites, Canaanites, Philistines, Moabites, Anakites,
Kenites etc. and all the nations that Yah marked for herem
(annihilation).

"The land, through which we have gone to spy it out, is a land
that devours its inhabitants, and all the people that we saw in it
are of great height. And there we saw the Nephilim (the sons of
Anak,), and we seemed to ourselves like grasshoppers, and so
we seemed to them.” (Numbers 13:32-33, English Standard
Version)

So Yah was not involved in Genocide but demonicide. He was
destroying a wicked, demonic, groups of hybrid, sub-human
giants —Orks.




Yah warned the Israelites that just because they themselves
were humans, not to think of themselves as superior. Just
before they entered the land to do the herem He told them that if
they adopted the ways of the Nephilim (war, intoxicants, human
sacrifices, sexual perversions, idolatry etc.) he would also
destroy them.

"Hear, O Israel! You are crossing over the Jordan today to go in
to dispossess nations greater and mightier than you... Know
therefore today that it is the Lord your God who is crossing over
before you as a consuming fire. He will destroy them and He will
subdue them before you, so that you may drive them out and
destroy them quickly, just as the Lord has spoken to you. Do not
say in your heart when the Lord your God has driven them out
before you, 'Because of my righteousness the Lord has brought
me in to possess this land, but it is because of the wickedness
of these nations that the Lord is dispossessing them before
you... It is not for your righteousness or for the uprightness of
your heart that you are going to possess their land, but it is
because of the wickedness of these nations that the Lord your
God is driving them out before you, in order to confirm the oath
which the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob. Know, then, it is not because of your righteousness that
the Lord your God is giving you this good land to possess, for
you are a stubborn (stiff-necked) people!" (Deuteronomy 9:1-6)

So to use a medical analogy you could say that Yah's
demonicide was like the surgical removal of a cancer. The
Hebrews were not given a mandate to create a world wide
empire, nor were they to view themselves as "the good guys".
Actually Yah tells them they are "bad guys" too and the
implication is that if they become like the Canaanites, they too
will be wiped out. So Yah used a bloody scalpel (the Israelis) to
remove a rotten cancer (the Canaanites).

In traditional man-made wars, the warriors always see
themselves as the righteous chosen ones. They think they are
holy warriors. But in the invasion of Canaan, Yah clearly




stripped them of any such false notions. There is only one holy
warrior: Yabh.

So the question is really this, “does Yah, the holy warrior, have
the right to execute evil doers, either demonic or human?

| would say unequivocally yes, but he has not given that right to
any humans, neither the state, nor any religious group, nor any
individual has the right to execute in his name.

Yah used the Israelis as a tool to destroy the Canaanites, but
used the Canaanites to punish the Israelis with warfare. This
was something that happened only rarely 4,000 years ago. Yah
has never done this since. Yah gives life, and only he has the
right to take life. He does not need, or want, humans to do his
work. He has ordered humans to shed no blood. Thou shalt not
kill.

Gen.9:6 “Humans were made in God’s image. Whoever sheds a
man’s blood he shall be killed...”

Obi, my Amish friend’s, Comments on Genocide

I've heard 4 good possible answers to this:

1) This was an imperfect understanding of Yah's will, like when
Yah allowed polygamy and divorce in the OT, but Yahshuah
clarified that Yah's highest will was lifetime monogamy. (We
can't find a NT scripture justifying Christian violence. )

2) That every violent battle in the OT was actually a punishment
for an earlier disobedience; i.e. - Yah told them what to do, they
disobeyed, now they have to endure the hell of war by their own
choice. It takes a bit of study to see this is always logically
inferable from the wider context of the OT stories.

3) YHVH wanted those people wiped out, and YHVH gets what
he wants. In this case, he wanted them wiped out because of
their abominable Babylonian occult practices involving sex, sun,
and war worship. (All of which are more among us today than
we realize).

and/or




4) That the account is corrupted and YHVH never commanded
those genocides.

One reader notes:

If you look at the names of the "Canaanite” tribes that were
massacred, many of their names translate to things like "Spirits",
"Ghosts", "Giants." | suggest that this was a spiritual warfare to
cleanse the land, not a warfare against actual peoples. These
were narratives, like narratives are told everywhere, of how
people with God's help ousted the unclean spirits from their
spiritual fortresses (towns). It was a spiritual warfare. Later
Rabbis, wanting a more nationalistic epic, downplayed and
suppressed the spiritual meaning of the tribes' names. Thus
there was no actual genocide; it was warfare against spirit
principalities and powers.

There may be some merit to this last argument for
archaeologists have found no concrete evidence that any of
these wars actually took place.

Joshua and the Second Attempt to Invade Canaan

Forty years later, when all the faithless ones had died, and even
Moshe had died, Joshua led the second invasion into the
Promised Land. It was not Yah'’s holy warfare this time, but
traditional warfare.

Yah however did intervene and often helped. Despite His help,
the Israelites, for the most part, had to endure the horror of war
to gain the land. Traditional Warfare is always punishment for
sins. You may think that Yah is the God of second chances.
However, the second chance is costly and not worthy to be
compared with His best for you. You don’t want Plan B.

In this instance Plan B was filled with horrendous pain; the gory,
sweaty, emotional madness of killing everything that breathes,
burning cities, the psychological terror of waiting for the next
violent attack by the savage, demonic Amalakites, Canaanites,




Zidonians, Midianites, Maonites, Edomites, Kenites, would they
never stop coming? Would it never end?

To make the punishment even worse, Yah placed incredible
restraints upon the Israelis so that it was clear to all that they
never could have won without Yah's help.

They were forbidden to build or maintain a large army (Dt
17:16). If they captured enemy horses or chariots, they were to
burn the chariots and hamstring the horses. Those who felt bad
about killing (conscientious objectors), were free to abstain from
the war. Newly Weds were exempt from battle for one year, as
well as a man who had just built a new house. It was even
forbidden to harm fruit trees (Dt. 20: 19-20). If any nation
outside of Palestine wanted peace they (the Jews) had to make
peace with them (Dt. 20:10-15). In many ways Plan B required
them to fight with one hand tied behind their backs;
disobedience exacts the highest price.

Guy Hershberger in his book War, Peace, and Non-Resistance
says, “The fundamental cause of war is sin.”

Hershberger says Yah's original plan was for a gradual non-
violent penetration that required no fighting except on Yah's
part. The later permissive command was that they must now
fight tooth and nail. Just as Yah was not originally for divorce,




but later commanded it because of the people's hard hearts.
Just as Yah did not intend for Israel to have a king, but later
instructed Samuel to choose Saul. All of these were permissive
commands. Hershberger concludes,

“Israel’'s experience with the sword as recorded in Joshua,
Judges and the books of Samuel and Chronicles was simply the
result of walking contrary to God.” (Hershberger, 1969)

Critics of Yah have condemned him for ordering the Herem of
enemies.

Obi's View
What is a 'Herem'?

“A herem is a complete massacre, including the total destruction
to ashes of anything the unlucky victims had touched. In the
very few instances when YHVH is said in the Bible to have
allowed violence, he commanded a herem.

OK- that sounds bad, but it actually forestalled violence. The
victims of a herem cannot continue a cycle of violence. YHVH
did not command human violence to rescue, or free the people,
or to get their women, treasure or land. If you went to battle for
YHVH, you had to wipe out every living thing and take nothing
at all. If that thought rightfully sickened you, your only alternative
was to work out a peaceful solution. As the Middle-east had
bathed in the blood of nonstop herems and revenge, Yahshuah
(Jesus) appeared with the solution: love your enemies.”

What Were Yah's Purposes Concerning Palestine  ?

| have wrestled with this issue and am drawn to the argument
that this was not only a contest between Israel and the hybrid
Canaanites, but between Yah and the false gods of the
Canaanites.




Gary North says,” Either God’s name would be destroyed inside
the boundaries of Israel, or else the Canaanite gods’ names
would be destroyed...it was assumed that the gods of two
armies battled each other. In other words what took place on the
battle field was matched by a conflict in heaven.”
http://garynorth.com

The Israelis were to break down the Canaanite altars, smash
their idols, burn their pictures and everything associated with
their gods. The gods’ names were never again to be spoken.
The gods and all their followers had to be eliminated.

The god's of the Canaanites are lesser spirits in the spirit realm
sometimes called "sons of God" (Ben Elohim). In Greek they are
called arche, exousia, tronos, and dunimas. Paul says if the evil
spirit rulers had known who Yahshuah (Jesus) was, they would
have never engineered his death. The conquest of Canaan in
this paradigm would be the triumph of Monotheism over
Polytheism, or Yah the one true God conquers the many false
gods. The idea is this:

Abraham escaped the polytheism of Babylon and is thus the
father of Monotheism. He was unable to establish it in Canaan.
His grandson Jacob carried it to Egypt. Moshe brought it to the
wilderness and Joshua established it in Canaan.

Yah was moving through history and revealing himself. His first
major revelation was in Iraq where he revealed his oneness to
Abram, Yosef carried it to Egypt where Yah destroyed the
Egyptian gods through Moshe his representative. He was
poised to destroy the gods of Canaan. He promised to drive
them out by his angel and by hornets. Yah was to be the sole
warrior as he was in Egypt, but the people retreated in lack of
faith. This resulted in Plan B.

Plan B is that doubt =sin and sin is punished by warfare. The
children of Israel had to do the work originally planned for Yah.
Warfare was their punishment for disbelief. One way or another
Yah was going to clear the land of the hybrids and polytheism.
So one of the chief themes of the Bible is that of Monotheism
triumphing over polytheism. This is still the war of the 21
Century, is it not?




So Yah planned to destroy the Canaanite gods and the
followers of the gods because he knew that they would ensnare
the weak Hebrews in Idolatry. Which is exactly what happened,
for Joshua and his followers stopped short of total herem. The
destruction of the Canaanite gods had to wait almost a
millennium until the Assyrians and Babylonians destroyed the
remnant of them.

Some scholars say that we lack evidence for the flood, or the
invasion, so whether they did, or did not happen, and these are
only parables, we should not be too quick to declare the
Canaanites as innocent victims of Genocide.

C.S. Cowles, a pacifist Nazarene theologians thinks that Joshua
misunderstood Yah’s commands. This is plausible. Others
argue that men were more primitive during that dispensation as
we moved from a theology of wrath to grace (Merrill, E., 2003).

Some historians record the Invasion of Canaan as a great
victory, but | expect if you could have interviewed any of the
invaders they would have hung their heads in shame at the
atrocities they committed in order to win. Yah had not chosen
them to be butchers, but priests.

A Job Half Done Will Bite You

The story of ancient Israel is a story of failure. They failed to
finish the herem and soon after the death of Joshua, they went
a-whoring after the Canaanites’ elohim (gods), and found Yah's
hand turned completely against them. "Therefore the anger of
Yah was hot against Israel” (Judges 3:8)

Millard Lind in his book Yahweh is a Warrior lists two aspects of
Holy War

1. “Yah as God of war fought for his people by miracle not
by sword and spear.”




2. “Yahweh'’s warfare was directed not only against Israel's
enemies, but at times against Israel herself, in such
cases not by means of miracle, but by the armies of
Israel's enemies” (1980).

Several times the Israelis were oppressed and brought into
bondage by their enemies. Then they would repent and cry out
to Yah for help, and He would send an understanding leader to
temporarily deliver them.

Deborah 1267 B.C.E.

Jabin, the king of the Canaanites, attacked Israel with 900
chariots of iron, and for 20 years, he was scourging the Israelis.
Then Yah sent Deborah. Deborah was a Prophetess and seems
to have had a partial understanding of Yah as warrior. She and
Barak went up to see Yah destroy their enemies. It is written:
"Yah discomfited Sisera and all his chariots and all his host with
the edge of the sword before Barak" (Judges 4:15). This is true
Holy war language "So Yah subdued in that day Jabin the king
of Canaan". It even says the stars fought from heaven and the
river, Kishon fought against the Canaanites (Judges 5:20-21).




This seems to have been an attempt to return to trusting Yah,
however Barak appears to have fought, so it was not complete.
Therefore, the peace was short lived for it is written:

"And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of Yah and Yah
delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years" (Judges
6:1).

Gideon 1227 B.C.E.

Gideon learned how God fights. When Gideon first was called
to battle, he gathered an army of 32,000 men. Yah told him to
cut it to 300. These 300 men by merely blowing trumpets and
waving torches saw Yah, the warrior, do what only he is allowed
to do.

"and the 300 blew the trumpets and Yah set every man's sword
against his fellow throughout all the host and the host fled"
(Judges 7:22).

In the dark the Midianites, were surprised and confused. Upon
hearing the trumpets, and seeing the waving torches, they
panicked, and began fighting each other. Gideon then returned




the defense of Israel to the one true sole defender —Yah.
Gideon disbanded the army and refused to let them make him a
king. He understood Israel had one king and one warrior- Yah.
Thus, Israel enjoyed peace for 40 years.

Samuel the Prophet 1010 B.C.E.

The next man to come close to understanding Yah'’s watrrior role
was the prophet Samuel. When he saw war coming, he called
the people together at Mizpah to fast, pray, and repent.
Suddenly the Philistines surrounded them, but Samuel
understood that Yah alone was the warrior. Instead of attacking,
he sacrificed a lamb. As he was offering it on the altar. . .

"The Philistines drew near to battle against Israel but Yah
thundered with a great thunder in that day upon the Philistines
and discomfited them and they were smitten before Israel . . .
and the hand of Yah was against the Philistines all the days of
Samuel” (1Sam. 7:10-13).




| say Samuel came close, but failed, because he killed a man.
When Saul was king he was to do a herem on the Amalakites,
he disobeyed the herem and brought back King Agag and some
livestock. Samuel was furious and told Saul that his kingship
was over. Samuel then completed the herem and destroyed
Agag and the livestock.

1Sa 15:33 “And Samuel said, As thy sword hath made women
childless, so shall thy mother be childless among women. And
Samuel hewed Agag in pieces before the LORD in Gilgal”.

From what we know of The Lord, he was not pleased. Samuel
knew that Yah could destroy the enemies without any help from
humans. He should not have not rushed in and bloodied his own
hands. His act was rash and wrong. He stole Yah's role.

King Saul Mr. Tall Dark and Handsome

Even though Samuel was an almost perfect Judge, and
Prophet, his sons, Joel and Abiah, who were planning to
succeed him were greedy and unjust. When the people saw that
Samuel was old, and his wicked sons were about to become
judges, they decided they didn't want Judges anymore, but
wanted Kings, like all the other nations of the world.

Samuel was angry, and Yah was angry. To walk in faith means
that Yah is your only King, and only Champion. Samuel warned
them that if they had a king like all the other nations, they would
soon become like all the other nations: idolaters, and
warmongers. Nevertheless, the people insisted, and Yah (to
punish them), gave them what they demanded. Did you ever
pester Yah for something and once you got it. realized it was
punishing you? | have.

Well they got their king; he was Mr. Tall, dark, handsome, and
rich. His name was Saul. However, he was weak, cowardly,
impatient, disobedient, unrepentant, and knew nothing of Yah’s
protection. He ended up possessed by an evil spirit. He lost his
kingdom, and spent his last days being punished with wars. In




the end, he finally killed himself. War always leads to suicide
because when you Kill others, you kill something in yourself

David Almost Yes No 1000 B.C.E. ?

David succeeded Saul. When David fought the giant Goliath,
David was close to understanding how Yah fights. He knew
with a certainty that Yah would give him the victory. He made
his mistake however, in picking up the five smooth stones from




the brook. If he had had complete faith in Yah, he could have
stood still, and Yah would have opened the earth to swallow the
giant, or sent fire from heaven. Instead, David used his own
slingshot. Small although it seems, instead of Yah getting the
glory, the people cheered for David. Instead of Yah, David
became the warrior/champion king of Israel.

Perhaps David learned from his early mistake, for when he was
being hunted by King Saul, David, actually practiced trust in
Yah. On a couple of occasions, David had chances to kill Saul,
but each time he stopped, and said, "I must not touch Yah's
anointed". He knew Yah would destroy Saul in due time, and
that's exactly what happened.

Many militant Jews, and Christians, appeal to David as their role
model. They see him as a great warrior. David’'s murder made
him a warrior.

In 1000 B.C.E., when David became king, he wanted
Bathsheba, the wife of one of his soldiers, Uriah. Therefore, he
arranged to have Uriah killed in battle. Thus, David perverted
warfare, and used it for personal gain. This is the lowest form of
man's unholy use of warfare (and the most prevalent). This
brought a curse on David's family: miscarriages, a daughter
raped by a brother, a son murdered by a brother, a rebel son,
Absalom forced David from the throne. Later Absalom was killed
in battle against David's army. For the rest of David's life, he
was in one battle after the other with Moabites, Arameans,
Ammonites, Edomites, and even the old Amalakites. He never
knew peace again? The sword never left his house. His sin
made him a watrrior, not his strength.

2Sa 12:9 Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of
the LORD, to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the
Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and
hast slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon.

2Sa 12:10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from
thine house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken
the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife.




The saddest thing was, that in his old age, David longed to build
Yah a temple, but Yah said, “No”. Because David had been a
man of war, and had bloody hands, he was forbidden to build
the temple. The temple was only to be built by a man of peace.

Perhaps David repented and longed to return to the right path
for he wrote in

Ps.120:6: "Too long have | lived among those who hate peace. |
am a man of peace; but when | speak, they are for
war."

Ps. 34: 14 Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue
it.

Ps. 85:10 Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and
peace have kissed each other.

David sees peace as a blessing from Yah and not the result of
warfare, or politics
Ps. 29:11 Yah will bless his people with peace.

David said security only comes from Yah.

Psalm 4:8 | will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou,
LORD, only makest me dwell in safety.

David taught us to Love our enemies and pray for them.

Ps. 109:2 For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the
deceitful are opened against me: they have spoken against me
with a lying tongue. They compassed me about also with words
of hatred; and fought against me without a cause. For my love
they are my adversaries: but | give myself unto prayer. And
they have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred for my love.

David taught us to not be angry

Ps. 37: 8 Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; do not fret, it
leads only to evil. For evil men will be cut off, but those who
hope in Yah will inherit the land. A little while, and the wicked
will be no more; although you look for them, they will not be
found. But the meek will inherit the land and enjoy great peace.




David said Yah hates those who love violence

Ps. 11:5 Yah examines the righteous, but the wicked and those
who love violence his soul hates.

David said Yah will destroy war and save the meek

Ps.76:1 In Judah is Yah known: his name is great in Israel. In
Shalom also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling place in Zion.
There brake he the arrows of the bow, the shield, and the
sword, and the battle. Thou art more glorious and excellent
than the mountains of prey. The stouthearted are spoiled, they
have slept their sleep: and none of the men of might have found
their hands. At thy rebuke, O Elohah of Yahkov, both the
chariot and horse are cast into a dead sleep. Thou, even thou,
art to be feared: and who may stand in thy sight when once thou
art angry? Thou didst cause judgment to be heard from
heaven; the earth feared, and was still, when Yah arose to
judgment, to save all the meek of the earth.

David learned that Vengeance only belongs to Yah
Ps. 94:1 O Elohah Yah, to whom vengeance belongeth; O Yah,
to whom vengeance belongeth, shew thyself...

David saw that it is the bloodthirsty who pervert Yah's message

Ps. 139:19 Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O Yah: depart from
me therefore, ye bloody men. For they speak against thee
wickedly, and thine enemies take thy name in vain. Away from
me, you bloodthirsty men! (NIV)

David learned to continually pray for his enemies and to mourn
when their leaders fall

Ps. 141.5 | am praying continually for them in their misfortune
my prayer also shall be in their calamities. When their judges
are overthrown in stony places, they shall hear my words; for
they are sweet. (KJV)

David tells us the secret to peace
Ps. 119:165 Great peace have they which love thy law: and
nothing shall offend them.




| say perhaps David repented and learned to live in peace, love,
and non-violence for, many of his songs praise violence, and
on his deathbed he ordered the death of a man who had cursed
him once. Therefore, in his final deed, he did not practice what
he preached. So did David understand that only Yah was the
warrior of Israel? Yes and No. When the Spirit of Yah was upon
him and he prophesied, yes, when he was walking in the flesh,
no.

Solomon 950 B.C.E.

Solomon, Was at One Time a Man of Peace

This brings us to Solomon, the almost man of peace. Solomon
started out as the wisest of men, but ended up far from Yah. He
broke so many of Yah's laws, that he began sacrificing many
children to idols. Yah was so angry with Solomon that He said




he wanted to destroy him, and all of Israel. Yah said if it had not
have been for his promises to David, He would have wiped
them all out. However, because Solomon never practiced men's
unholy traditional wars, Yah allowed him to build the temple,
although he warned that it would only be temporary for
Solomon's sins would find the Babylonians coming to tear it
down. Nevertheless, during Solomon's reign Israel did enjoy
peace. 400 years later, as Yah predicted, the Babylonians came
and destroyed the temple.

Solomon left us these pearls of peaceful wisdom in his book of
Proverbs:

16:7 When a man's ways please Yahweh He makes even his
enemies to be at peace with him.

17:13 If a man pays back evil for good, evil will never leave his
house.

18:14 Starting a quarrel is like breaching a dam; so drop the
matter before a dispute breaks out.

18: 19 He who loves a quarrel loves sin; he who builds a high
gate invites destruction.

10:12 Hatred stirs up dissension, but love covers over all
wrongs.

24:17 Do not gloat when your enemy falls; when he stumbles,
do not let your heart rejoice, or the LORD will see and
disapprove and turn his wrath away from him.

25:21 If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; if he is
thirsty, give him water to drink.

26:17 Like one who seizes a dog by the ears is a passer-by
who meddles in a quarrel not his own.

| say Solomon was at one time a man of peace, for we have two
incidents in 1 Kings chapter 2 where Solomon orders two men
executed : Adonijah and Joab. And after this, we see a
despicable decline of Solomon into serial killing and sacrificing
of young girls to Moloch.




Almost Jonathan
Jonathan was almost the king, and almost understood Yah's
role in war. Perhaps he and David discussed the concept for
when he and his armor bearer stumbled upon 600 Philistine
soldiers, Jonathan said:

"Let's go over to the army of these men. . . Perhaps Yah will do
something for us for there is no limit to his power. Yah is able to
save by many or by few. “They waited for a sign in the way the
Philistines would answer them. . . when they heard the words
they wanted to hear, they attacked . . . " And there was a
trembling in the host in the field and among all the people and
the earth quaked; so it was a very great trembling . . . And
behold every man's sword was against his fellow. The slaughter
raged beyond all bounds." (I Sam. 14: 6-20).

Unfortunately, Jonathan, and his friend did not stand still and
watch Yah work, they did use their swords and killed about 20
men, so it is not a complete understanding of Yah's Warfare
(almost...but not quite.)

Jahoshaphat and Jahaziel 885 B.C.E.

The next men who did truly grasp Yah's Will were Yahoshaphat
and Yahaziel.

When the kingdom of Judah was being attacked by Moabites,
Ammonites, Syrians, and Edomites, King Jehoshaphat called
everyone to fast, and call upon Yah. The Prophet, Yahaziel,
received a message from Yah that he was about to destroy the
invaders. His people would not have to strike a single blow.
Yahoshaphat announced,

"Ye shall not need to fight in this battle. Stand still and see the
salvation of Yah" (2 Chron. 20:17).




Does this sound familiar? Doesn't it echo word for word Moshe
at the Red Sea? This is the heart of Holy War. Yah, the only
warrior, fights for his people.

The next morning, as they marched off to the battlefield, King
Yahoshaphat "appointed singers unto Yah and that should
praise the beauty of his holiness as they went before the army"
(2 Chron. 20:21).

When Yahoshaphat's troops reached the battlefield, what did
they find?

Yah had caused all the invading armies to attack each other. As
the Israelites came over the hill, "They looked unto the
multitude, and behold there were dead bodies fallen to the
earth, and none escaped" (2 Chron. 20:24).

Do you realize Yah is the same today as he was then? He does
not want, or need humans to destroy his enemies. He doesn’t
need any help from people with tanks and missiles.




Elijah (Elivah) 866 BC

When the king of Samaria Ahaziah sent his captain with 50 men
to arrest EliYah, Yah sent fire down from heaven and destroyed
them. EliYah said “if | am a prophet then let fire come down
from heaven.” So they were destroyed by speaking. EliYah did
not strike a single blow, but merely spoke. “Is not my word like
fire? Saith Yah and like a hammer that breaks the rocks in
pieces.” (Jerm. 23:29) Yah creates by speaking and destroys by
speaking.

2Ki 1:12 "If  am a man of God," Elijah answered, "may fire
come down from heaven and kill you and your men!" At once
the fire of God came down and killed the officer and his men




Open Our Eyes Elisha 852 BC

The king of Syria sent his army to Dothan to capture the prophet
Elisha. Elisha's servant woke him in terror announcing that the
city was surrounded. Elisha said, “do not worry there are more
of us then there are of them,” and then he prayed for his
servant’s eyes to be opened, Suddenly the servant’s spiritual
eyes were opened and he could see horses filling the
mountains, and chariots of fire surrounding the city, and
descending.

UFO's? No, it was the army of Yah. Then Elisha prayed that
Yah would send blindness upon the Syrians, and they were
instantly struck blind, Elisha then lead them to the king of Israel
who proposed to slay them. Elisha, in the true spirit of Abraham,
said, “no, give them food and drink, and send them home.” "The
bands of Syria came no more into the land of Israel” (2 Kings 6:
23).

Well almost, actually the Syrians later made one more foray into
Samaria (northern Israel) but it says "Yah made the host of the
Syrians to hear a noise of Chariots and a noise of horses, and
even the noise of a great host . . . wherefore they arose and
fled" (2 Kings 7: 6-7).




Isaiah 750 BC

“And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many
people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” (Isaiah
2:4)

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counselor... The Prince of Peace. Of the
increase of his government and peace there shall be no end.
(Is. 9:6)




How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace. (Is. 52:7)

The work of righteousness shall be peace. (1s.32:17)

Micah 700 B.C.E.

“But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of
the house of the LORD shall be established in the top of the
mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people
shall flow unto it.

And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up
to the mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his
paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the
LORD from Jerusalem.

And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong
nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks: nation shall
not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war
any more.” (Micah 4:1-3)

Hezekiah 700 B.C.E.




The last king in the Old Testament to understand Yah'’s role was
Hezekiah. He awoke one morning in the 8th Century B.C., to
find Jerusalem surrounded by soldiers whose camels were as
innumerable as the sands of the desert. Hezekiah immediately
put on sackcloth. He laid the scriptures before the altar and fell
on his face before Yah in prayer.

"And it came to pass that night, that the angel of Yah went out
and smote in the camp of the Assyrians 185,000 men" (2 Kings
19:35).

They were not just any men, but the most valiant of the warriors.
When the Assyrians awoke, they fled in terror. Isn't it great to
have a Hod who will take care of all your enemies for you, if you
will only trust him? Ahh, there is the rub. It takes great faith to
believe Yah will protect you, and you family, if you trust him.

Jeremiah 600 B.C.E.

A century later Jeremiah was called a traitor for telling the
people to surrender rather than fight the Babylonians.




“Bring your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and
serve him and his people, and live.” (Jerem.27:12)

“Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the
God of hosts, the God of Israel; If thou wilt assuredly go forth
unto the king of Babylon's princes, then thy soul shall live, and
this city shall not be burned with fire; and thou shalt live, and
thine house. But if thou wilt not go forth to the king of Babylon's
princes, then shall this city be given into the hand of the
Chaldeans, and they shall burn it with fire, and thou shalt not
escape out of their hand.” (Jerem.38:17-18)

Jeremiah further advised them that when they were taken to
Babylon as slaves, they were not to rebel against Babylon, but
work for the peace of the city. They were being justly punished,
and by accepting their punishment peacefully, it would bring
them peace.

“And seek the peace of the city whither | have caused you to be
carried away captives, and pray unto Yah for it: for in the peace
thereof shall ye have peace.” (Jer.29:7)

Zechariah 520 BC

The Last in a long line of Prophets to herald Peace and anti-war
sentiments.




Zechariah explained that Yah's peace was to be extended to the
whole world. He described the Messiah as a humble man who
would not come on a warhorse, but on a donkey.

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of
Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and
having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt
the foal of an ass. And | will cut off the chariot from Ephraim,
and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut
off: and he shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his
dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from the river even
to the ends of the earth.” (Zech 9: 9)

A Final Comment from our Amish Theologian Obi
Modern War Has No Biblical Precedent

Every day pastors and politicians drum up support for a war,
and send poor young boys and girls off to die and kill, claiming
that the bible teaches that we are to take up arms to rescue the
innocent, to spread ‘freedom’ in the world, and otherwise use
violence as a righteous tool to make the world a better place.

So you'd think there must be examples of this kind of stuff in the
Bible, right?

Were there YHVH-ordained 'rescue’ wars in the OT? No. YHVH's
wars in the OT were never like our modern wars, which are
fought to liberate/ civilize/ colonize the target country - YHVH's
wars were all-out total genocide, designed to totally destroy the
target societies. They were tree-prunings, weedings of the
garden of humanity.

Thus modern limited warfare is in no way justified by the OT
‘cleansings.’

Every day some churchgoer says, "God used war in the OT, so
why not today?"

But what did YHVH use war for? Not for protection, nor for
rescue, but for total annihilation of a culture that had just a few




years earlier sprung up from bad spiritual seed, such as
rebellion or incest combined with some form of
witchcraft/idolatry.

(Sometimes apparently YHVH considered the annihilation
complete if only the men were killed, since the men were
considered the ‘heads' of their societies, without which the
women and children would adopt the ways of their conquerors.)

OK- so why not destroy bad societies today?

Well- this was one of Hitler's mistakes.Societies are so
intermingled today that such surgical destruction of a people
would be totally impossible- as Yahshuah said,

"Do not pull up the weeds, or in doing so you might damage the
wheat.'

In saying this Yahshuah made clear that Old Testament-style
wars are not going to be participated in by his followers. War
today will not be effective in cleansing the evil from the world; it
will only multiply violence. Modern warfare is the equivalent of
the 'elective’ wars in the OT - they are man's doing,

without YHVH's command or blessing, setting the world ablaze
in a cascade of sinful violence.

The compassionate warmonger says, "When we see an evil
neighbor attacking the innocent we must rush in to protect them
by whatever means necessary; even more so if they attack your
family."

This sounds self-evident, but show me one place in the Bible
where YHVH or Yahshuah commanded or praised such rescues.
(And no, Lot's rescue doesn't qualify - YHVH neither
commanded nor praised the act).

Yahshuah, to the contrary commands, "Love your enemies, tend
to the spiritual needs of yourself and your neighbor in charity,
teach the children," etc.

In harmless, proactive compassion for the lost and needy we
save human life much more effectively than with the best-
intentioned bullets and bombs.




'Like begets like', therefore violence begets violence...
war can never bring improvement to the world, only pour
gasoline on the fire.

If you look at the scripture, first comes the physical and then the
spiritual.

You could view the wars of the OT as morality plays.

At the end of the play the playwright would appear and say and
"the moral of this play is that just as the OT testament saints
had to drive out the sinful inhabitants of the land, you must drive
out evil in your body and spirit."

But those blinded by the flesh think we need to drive evil out of
our neighbors.

We don't rush to war to protect the innocent, in part

because Yahshuah warned that the love of wife and children
might cause problems with following YHVH's will.

Whoever loves family more than obedience to YHVH is not
worthy of his kingdom.

If we are commanded not to fight, but we love our family more
than we love YHVH, we will take the battle out of His hands and
into our own hands [perhaps] to our own damnation. | think what
the 'Christian’ just-war-camp still doesn't believe is that The
Battle is YHWH's."




Part Two

Pacifism in the New Testament

As | stated earlier, God planted the Israelites at the cross roads
of the world to be a cradle nation for the Messiah's birth. Part of
the Messiah's role was to restore the Religion of Abraham , and
in my opinion, to especially restore the concept of How Yah
Fights. As we have seen, a few leaders, and prophets,
appeared from time to time to set things straight. The prophets
kept reminding the people that God was the only warrior, and
they prophesied that a Messiah was coming who would be the
embodiment of the Warrior King. The Messiah would break the
yoke of the oppressors, and set his people free. He would set
up a kingdom of holy priests who would reign In HOLINESS ,
power, and prosperity.

According to the Prophet Isaiah: He would be the one to end all
wars (Is. 2:4), a conquering king whose sword would be his
words (Is. 49:2). He would heal us by his suffering (Is. 53:5),




and take away our sins by his death (Is. 53:12), and having
done so, he would mount the throne of David and be our
conquering king forever:

"And the increase of his government and peace there shall be
no end upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom to order
it, and to establish it with justice from henceforth ever for ever"
(Is. 9:6).

This Messiah would come from Judah's tribe (Gen. 49:10), and
David's line (Is.11:1-10). He would be God's own son (Ps. 2:7-
12). He would introduce a new covenant (Jerm. 31: 31-34), he
would take our OLD nature, and give us a NEW one (Is. 9:6-7) ,
He would invite the gentiles to become Israelites (Is. 11:10), he
would bring in everlasting righteousness (Dan. 9:24). He would
be born in Bethlehem (Mic. 5:2), teach in the 2nd temple (Hag.
2:7-9), work miracles (Is. 35:5-6), be rejected by the majority (Is.
53:3). He would have a triumphal entrance into Jerusalem on a
young donkey (Zech. 9:9-10), be betrayed for silver (Ps.41:9 &
Zech. 11:12), be silent at his trial (Is. 53:12), be spat upon (Is.
50:6), be crucified with sinners (Is. 53:12), have his hands and
feet pierced (Ps. 22:16). And miraculously Yah would raise him
from the dead (Ps.16: 8-11)

This only fits one person: Jesus (Yahshuah), who was born in
Bethlehem around 4 B.C. He lived as a poor carpenter until he
was 30. He never had a wife, or a house. He had very few
influential friends. His closest followers were poor, uneducated
fishermen. At the age of 30 he began to preach the ancient
message of Universal love (extending even to enemies),
forgiveness of all offenses. and true holy war (trusting in God
alone to deal with our enemies).

He declared himself to be the Messiah, and condemned many
of the corrupt leaders of his nation for leading the people away
from God's true message of peace and love. He was unfairly
tried, and executed . Then according to his followers, he came
back to life, spent 40 days instructing them before ascending up
into a white cloud, promising to one day return in a like cloud, to




gather all who lovingly believed in him. His return will cause a
cataclysmic destruction of the earth, and cosmos, and only
those united with him will survive to inhabit paradise (a hew
earth and new heaven).

That a man could have returned from the dead is just as hard to
believe today as it was then, but something supernatural must
have transpired to motivate his humble, fisherman followers to
boldly proclaim his resurrection with such startling zeal. They
were each murdered for proclaiming this message, yet to their
dying breath they passionately proclaimed his resurrection and
Gospel of love. Within 300 years almost the entire Roman
Empire embraced Christianity.

THE MESSIAH EXPOSED THE DEVIL

Yahshuah revealed that the devil Azazel was waging a war
against human beings. The Hebrew Bible only hinted at demons
and the devil, but Yahshuah's mission was to reveal and destroy
the demonic spirits that were attacking the world. The New
Testament uses the Greek Word ARCHONS to label the demon
spirits.

Col 1:15 gives us a glimpse into that invisible world describing
them as




thrones (Tronos -evil potentates)
dominions (Kuriotes -lords of darkness)
principalities (Arche -ruling demons)
powers (Exousia -ascended masters)

Ephesian 6:12 says these demonic rulers are arrayed against
humans and war against us.

"Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh
and blood, but

against principalities (Arche)
against powers (Exousia)

against the rulers of the darkness of this world (Kosmo
Krators -devils)

Romans 8:38-39 says the ARCHONS are trying to separate us
from Yah:

"For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels
(fallen angels), nor principalities (Arche), nor powers (exousia),
nor things present, nor things to come, "Nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Messiah Yahshuah our Rabbi".

Satan is an ARCHON, he is the RULER of the ARCHONS. So
Satan, and Not YAH nor the Jews, crucified Yahshuah. Here's
what we know about Satan. He is called:

The Archon of this world

The Ruler (Kosmo Krator) of Darkness
The PRINCE of the ARCHONS

The Devil

The Serpent

The Tempter

He can appear as an Angel of Light
The Deceiver




Beelzebub (Baal Zebul) meaning Lord of the Flies
Baal (Husband)

Lucifer (debatable)

The Dragon

Belial

Moloch

Azazel (this may be his true name)

The God of this world

The Prince of the power of the air (The Archon of the
ascended masters of the air)

"Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind
and mute, and Yahshuah healed him, so that he could both talk
and see. All the people were astonished and said, "Could this
be the Son of David?" But when the Pharisees heard this, they
said, "It is only by Beelzebub, the PRINCE of ARCHONS, that
this fellow drives out demons." (Mt:22)

What this means is that we have invisible enemies warring
against us. But the good news is that Yahshuah has already
broken their power and is hunting them down and destroying
them.

Azazel used his demonic rulers of darkness to take over
(demon-possess) Judas Iscariot, Caiaphas, Herod Antipas,
Pontius Pilate, a few lawless leaders of the Jewish counsel, a
hand-picked mob, and a few Roman Soldiers. It was Azazel
who orchestrated and ordered the crucifixion of Yahshuah. But if
he, and his hordes of demons, had known that in so doing they
would bring down their empire, they never would have killed
him.

"And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew
of them openly, triumphing over them in it." (Col.2:15). Christ
conquered and continues to conquer them throughout the
Kosmos.




Yahshuah conquered death. He holds the keys to hell and
death. Azazel is condemned and will be driven away. All the
archons of the invisible world are now being hunted down and
destroyed, by Yashuah. After his resurrection when his disciples
saw him at lake Galilee he said:

" All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” (Mt 28:18).

So in crucifying Yahshuah, Azazel lost his throne and his army
was broken, and as the age progresses, he is losing more and
more, and will eventually be cast into the lake of fire. We are
however still engaged in the struggle. We must resist Azazel
and the unseen ARCHONS until the end when Yahshuah will
hand

"over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all
dominion (arche -archons), authority (demon masters) and
power (Dunamis -Satanic powers). For he must reign until he
has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be
destroyed is death."(1 Cor.15:24)

But victory is ours. James 4:7 says, "Resist the devil and he will
flee from you." Azazel, and his demons, can still influence us.
But they are deceivers. They are like old lions with mighty roars,
but they have no teeth, or claws, and our shepherd always
walks beside us, and carries a big stick. When you resist them
in Yahshuah's name, they run with their tails between their legs.

We can overcome Azazel and all his archons Revelation 12:11
says, "They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the
word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as
to shrink from death."”

But the struggle has been long and bloody. Many early followers
expected a quick victory and an early return of Yahshuah. But
history shows that not only has the delay been long in coming.
but the forces of the Archons have not surrendered but have
been effective in convincing us that they have powers. Their
chief strategy has been in convincing Christians that they must




fight in the wars of their nations and it is their Christian duty.
Nothing could be farther from the truth.

53 New Testament Scriptures Calling
Christians to Live in Peace and Love
and nonviolence

1. "Resist not evil, but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right
cheek, turn to him the other also." (Mt. 5:39)

2. "Remind the Christians to speak evil of no man, to be no
brawlers, but gentle, showing meekness to all men." (Titus
3:2)

3. "Follow Peace with all men and holiness, without which no
man shall see the Lord." (Hebrews 12:14)

4. The servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all
men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those
that oppose themselves." (2 Timothy 2:24-25)

5. "Do all things without murmurrings and disputings, that ye
may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God without
rebuke in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation."
(Philippians 2:14:15)

6. Jesus came "to guide our feet into the way of Peace." (Luke
1:79)

7. Whatever you to to another it is as though you were doing it
to Jesus for he said, "In as much as ye have done it into one
of the least of these, my brothers, ye have done it unto me."
(Matthew 25:40)

8. "In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of
the devil: whoever doeth not righteousness is not of God,
neither he that loveth not his brother" (1John 3:10) Yah is the
father of all humans therefore every human is your brother or
sister.

9. "He that doeth good is of God, but he that doeth evil hath not
seen God." (3John 1.11) Taking another human’s live is
always evil, no matter how good your motives seem to you.

10. "He that kills with the sword, must be killed with the sword."
(Revelation 13:10)

11. Forgive "one another if any man has a quarrel with any."
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(Colossians 3:13)

. If anyone steals from you "take it joyfully" (Hebrews 10:34)
. Even if you are unjustly enslaved or imprisoned, you do not

resist but seek to convert your Jailers as St. Paul did.
(Philippians 4:22)

. "Be diligent that you may be found in Peace." (2 Peter 3:14)

. But doesn't the Bible say we are to obey the Government?

Yes, in all things which are not contrary to the Gospel, but if

Jesus says live in peace and the governments say go to

war, then "We ought to obey God rather than men." (Acts
5:29)

. The Fruit of the Spirit is
Peace...Love...Gentleness...Meekness" (Galatians 5:22)

. "Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called with all
lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one
another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the spirit
in the bond of Peace.” (Ephesians 4:1-3)

. Peace is the Gospel. This is the doctrine of Christ.

"Whosoever transgresses and abides not in the
Doctrine of Christ hath not God." (2John 2:1)

"The fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that
make peace." (James 3:18)

"Whosoever compels you to go a mile with him, go with him
two." (Mt.5:41)

"When they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another"

(Matthew 10:32)

This world is not your home. "You are citizens of heaven."

(Philippians 3:20)

"l say unto you love your enemies, bless them that curse

you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them

which despitefully use and persecute you, that you may be

children of your father which is in heaven." (Matthew 5:44

45)

"Behold | send you forth as sheep in he midst of wolves; be

ye therefore as wise a serpents, and as harmless as

doves." (Matthew 10:15)

"Have peace with one another.” (Romans 9:50)

. "Let us follow after the things that make for peace."
(Romans 14:19)
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"God hath called us unto Peace." (1 Corinthians 7:15)
"Live in peace." (2 Corinthians 13:11)

Jesus mission was to "Preach Peace."” (Acts 10:36)

Jesus came and "preached peace." (Ephesians 2:17)
"Seek Peace and ensue it." (1Peter 1:3)

"As you would that men would do to you, do ye also to them
likewise." (Luke 6:31)

"We are counted as sheep for the slaughter.” (Romans 8:36)
"Blessed are the Peacemakers for they shall be called the
children of God." (Matthew 5:19)

"He hath given us the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:18)
"As far as your responsibility goes, live at peace with all
men." (Romans 12:18 Phillips translation)

"On earth peace, good will towards men." (Luke 2:14)

"If any man will sue thee at the law to take away thy coat,
let him have thy cloak also." (Matthew 5:40)

"Ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars, see that ye be
not troubled.” (Matthew 24:8)

"My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this
world, then would my servants fight that | should be
delivered of the Jews." (John 18:36)

"Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take
the sword, shall perish with the sword." (Matthew 26:52)
"Bless them that persecute you: bless and curse not."
(Romans 12:14)

"Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good."
(Romans 12:20)

"Recompense no man evil for evil." (Romans 12.:7)

"Being reviled, we bless . Being persecuted we suffer it.
Being defamed, we entreat.” (1Corinthians 4:12-13)
"Dearly Beloved, avenge not yourselves but rather give
place unto wrath, for it is written Vengeance is

mine, | will repay saith the Lord.” (Romans 12:19)
"Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him, if he thirst, give
him drink." (Romans 12:9)

See that none render evil for evil, or railing for railing, but
contrariwise blessing."” (1 Peter3:9)

God's primary title in the New Testament is The God of
Peace. It is used six times (Rom. 15:33, Heb. 13:20,




Phil. 4:9, Rom. 16:20, 1 Thess. 5:3, 2 Thess. 3:16)

50. "Blessed are the Meek for they shall inherit the earth."”
(Mt.5.5)

51. "God is not the author of confusion, but of Peace."
(1Cor.14:33)

52. "How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of them that
preach The Gospel of Peace." (Rom.10:15)

53. "Finally Brethern, farewell, be perfect. Be of good comfort,
be of one mind, live in peace and the God of Love and
Peace shall be with you." (2 Cor.13.11)

THE ROMAN EAGLE KILLS THE LAMB




Constantine |

Unfortunately once the war-like Romans became the
possessors of Christianity, they made some radical changes.
Note well, neither Jesus nor his earliest followers ever taught, or
practiced, the use of traditional, violent warfare. Upon his arrest,
Jesus told his right hand man Peter "put up thy sword. All who
take the sword, will perish with the sword. Thinkest thou that |
cannot now pray to my father, and he shall presently give me
more than twelve legions of angels?" (Mt. 26:52-53).

Nevertheless, since the 4th Century, in Rome, when the
Emperor Constantine wedded the Roman Empire to the
Christian Church, the majority of Christians on this planet have
believed in, and practiced traditional, unholy warfare. The
Messiah's messages of love and peace were trampled beneath
the world-conquering boots of Rome. The Roman Eagle killed
the lamb.

THE FALL OF THE EARLY CHRISTIANS

Robert Culver, Professor of Theology, at Winnipeg Theological
Seminary, believes Christians can go to war, but he himself
admits that "No single leader of Christianity in the early Pre-
Constantinian era approved a military career as right for a
believer in Jesus Christ".

Yale Historian, Roland H. Bainton, in his book The Horizon
History of Christianity wrote: "The taking of life in war was
unanimously condemned by all Christian writers prior to
Constantine". Bainton says Christianity moved through three
stages; first, they opposed all war, second, they accepted
controlled, restrained, Just Wars, third, they fully embraced all
out warfare. Broadly speaking three attitudes to war were to
appear in the Christian Ethic: Pacifism, The Just war, and The
Crusade. Chronologically they appeared in just this order."




(Bainton pg.14).

WHAT EXACTLY DID THE EARLY CHRISTIAN LEADERS
SAY?

155 A.D. Polycarp

called the Philippians to obey the word of Peter "Not rendering
evil for evil, or railing for railing, or blow for blow, or cursing for
cursing."

Justin Martyr said: "Before becoming Christians many of us
were warlike, but we have changed our warlike weapons,
beating our swords onto plough shares and our spears into
implements of tillage".

174 A.D. Tertullian

issued a loud and bitter cry against the participation of certain
Christians in military service. He said: "Shall it be held lawful to
make an occupation (in the army), when the Lord proclaims that
he who uses the sword , shall perish by the sword? And shall




the son of peace take part in the battle, when it does not
become him to even sue in a law court? On the contrary, if a
soldier gets converted, he must abandon the military
immediately."

180 A.D. Athenogaras reported: "We have learned not only not
to return blow for blow, and not to go to the law with those who
plunder and rob us, but to those who smite us on the one side of
the face, to offer the other side also, and to those who take
away our coat, to give likewise our cloak."

200 A.D. The Apostle's Regulations say that donations are not
to be accepted from evil-doers such as "Actors, Dishonest
Merchants, (and) Soldiers."

215 A.D. Clement of Alexandria

said: "Above all Christians are not allowed to correct by
violence sinful wrong doing...For it is not in war but in peace that
we are trained."

253 A.D. Origin of Alexandria

said: "We no longer take up swords against nations, nor do we
learn war anymore, but are become children of peace."”

258 A.D. Cyprian said bitterly : "If murder is committed privately,
it is a crime, but if it happens with state authority, courage is the
name for it." He said "The guiltless are not permitted even to put
the guilty to death."”




295 A.D. A man named Maximilian was executed for refusing to
serve in the Roman Army. He said: "l cannot serve for | am a
Christian."

300 A.D. Lactantius of Bithynia said: " It is not lawful for a just
man to engage in warfare.” He described Christians as "those
who are ignorant of wars, who preserve peace with all, who love
all men as brothers."

300 A.D. The Apostolic Order said: "Converts must give up
Sorcery, Palmistry, and Soldiering."

310 A.D. Finally, Arnobius said that "Non-resistance had been
the position of Christians from the beginning of the Church."

So this gives us a clue that almost all the early Christians
understood their Master's call to stand still and see the salvation
of God. They knew, and practiced the concept perfectly. It
wasn't until the soldier, Constantine, conquered Rome, and
crowned himself as the Emperor, that Christians began to serve
in the Military. Constantine was very friendly to the Christians.
He ended all persecutions, and gave large sums of money to
the Churches. He built many large, and ornate, Christian
temples (often placing statues of himself in them ); and in the
end, he set himself up as the Head of the Church. He presided
over the first ecumenical council: The Council of Nicea (325
A.D.).

Later, under his pressure, The Council of Arles declared that
any Christian who refused to serve in the military was to be
excommunicated. "The ascension of Constantine terminated the
pacifist period in church history" (Bainton).

AUGUSTINE, THE NOT SO HOLY SAINT




Enter Augustine the African. Not all Christians were willing to
abandon the original teachings of Christ. In order to abandon
the early beliefs of their forefathers, there had to be a
theological justification. This was given to them by Ambrose, the
Italian, and Augustine, the African, (400 AD). Using some of the
ideas of Plato and Cicero, they developed what has become
known as the Justum Bellum : the Just War Theory.

The Just War Theory begins with the idea that war is terrible,
but sometimes good men must fight to keep evil men from
expanding their kingdoms, and to protect their land, and loved
ones. The Just War Rules were seen as brakes to make sure
that wars would be controlled, that non- combatants would not
be injured, that justice would prevail, and that the Christian
soldiers would be restrained enough so as not to become as evil
as the evil men they were trying to stop. The Just War Theory
said wars could only be fought in Self-defense, to prevent the
spread of evil, and never was to sanction the expansion of
anyone's kingdom.

AUGUSTINE'S RULES FOR THE JUSTUM BELLUM

IN 400 AD Augustine, using Plato, Cicero and Ambrose,
declared that Christians may fight but :

Clergy were exempt (as in ancient Israel) both priests,
monks, and secular ministers.

The conduct of the war should be just.
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The intention is to restore peace not prepare for more
war.

Shed as little blood as possible.

Try every means to avoid actual battle.
It is to vindicate either:

Justice

honor

safe passage

failure to make amends

Wars can be loving if they are "wars of mercy" waged by
the good.

A soldier can kill and still be loving "Moses in putting to
death sinners was moved not by cruelty but by love".

The war must be waged only under the constituted
authority (even if the authority is an infidel ruler).

faith must be kept with the enemy

no wanton violence

temples are not to be profaned

no looting

no massacre

no acts of vengeance

no atrocities (rape, tortures, or genocides)

no conflagrations, only those in public authority (official
soldiers ) may do this. Private citizens may not defend
themselves. Love should be the motive and justice
should lie on one side only.

The war should not create more damage than it sought to
save from damage. The good must out weigh the bad.

10.The Christian soldier must never become as evil as his

enemies.




11. Soldiers should never attack clergy, monks, nuns,
women, pilgrims, merchants, peasants, visitors, councils.

12.No fighting near churches, cemeteries, cloisters,
shepherds' sheep, farms, animals, wagons in the field, or
olive trees.

13. All this should be undertaken in a mournful mood.

Not all Christians were duped by Constantine, Ambrose, and
Augustine. A notable band in northern Italy known as the Italic
Church totally rejected this new teaching. We will read more
about them later when we look at the Reformation.

The main body of Christians however both in the East (the
Byzantines and Persians) and the South (the Alexandrians) and
the West (the Roman Catholics) accepted the new teaching that
Christians can be warriors, and fight in limited "just” wars.

POPE URBAN Il LAUNCHES THE CRUSADES

The problem with the Just war theory is that no one ever




followed it. As the technology advanced, the wars became more
fierce, and the feelings more hateful, until in 1095, when Pope
Urban Il called for a crusade against the enemies of Christ,
almost every man in Europe grabbed a sword, and was ready to
hack, slay, stab, plunder, rape and pillage in the name of Christ.
Every trace of the Just War Theory was thrown out the window.
Even the clergy became warriors forming military units like the
Templars, Hospitalers and Knights of St. John. So Christians
moved from Pacifism to limited Just wars to full blown traditional
unholy wars: Crusades. Those who died on Crusades were
promised that their sins would be forgiven and they would go
straight to paradise.

POCKETS OF FAITHFUL FOLLOWERS

As the crusades gained gruesome proportions, the enemies of
Christ came to mean not only Moslems, but also Jews,
Byzantine Christians and heretics ( anyone who disagreed with
the Roman Pope). Thus the crusades were fought on many
battlefields including pogroms against the Italic Church
(Waldenses), the Albigensis, and the Catharii to name just a few
sects that opposed the Roman Catholic viewpoint.

A handful of quotes have come to us to show that although the
majority of Christians embraced traditional warfare, there were
still pockets of Christians who had not abandoned the original
teaching of Jesus.

JOHN HUSS

John Huss apparently preached a form of Pacifism for among
his followers we have a quote about Peter Chelciky who
"scathed those who scrupled to eat swine flesh on a Friday, but
not to shed human blood."




THE EARLY FRANCISCANS

St. Francis of Assisi

The Franciscans were opposed to the Crusades. "The only
criticism of the Crusades which verged on pacifism was that of
the Franciscans" (Bainton).

WYCLIFFE

Woycliffe had a partial view of Pacifism He "held war to be
contrary to the teaching of Christ, but he wasn't a total pacifist".
(Bainton).

SEBASTIAN FRANK
The Protestant, Paracelsus Sebastian Franck was a pacifist and
took his stand on the biblical command "thou shalt not kill".

CLICHTOVE
Clichtove, the Catholic antagonist of Luther, said, "war among
Christians is wrong and clergy must not participate."




VIVES Vives on his tract on War with the Turks said "God does
not need the unity of men in order to repulse the foe . .. a mere
handful will suffice".

AGRIPPA OF NETTERSHEIM

Agrippa of Nettersheim concluded "The whole art of war studies,
nothing else but the subversion of mankind transforming men
into beasts and monsters so that war is nothing but a general
homicide and robbery by mutual consent.”

ERASMUS

Erasmus, known as the Father of modern Education, said "
Christ compared himself to a hen, Christians behave like hawks.
Christ was a shepherd of sheep, Christians tear each other like
wolves, let the clergy . . . refuse Christian burial to those who
die in battle."

THE FOUR RIVERS OF THE REFORMATION




At the dawn of the Reformation in the 16th century, Christianity
split into four groups. The Catholics who were now steeped in
the crusading traditional war spirit. The Lutherans who tried (in
vain) to embrace the Just War restraint theory. The Calvinists
who passionately embraced the crusading war spirit, and the
Anabaptists who said Christians must renounce all use of the
sword and violence .

THE ANABAPTISTS

The Anabaptists were the direct descendants and converts of
the Italic church who were at times called Leonists, Vaudois and
Waldenses. They had been pacifists since the days of Christ.

The Anabaptists were the smallest of the four Christian groups,
and by renouncing the sword, they were soon being easily
slaughtered by the Catholics, Lutherans, and Calvinists, who
viewed them as heretics. Luther called them "devils incarnate".
After all the Moslem Turks were attacking near Austria, and
every good Christian was expected to fight them.
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Some of the Anabaptist leaders were Pilgrim Marpeck, George
Blaurock, Conrad Grebel, Menno Simons and Jacob Hutter.
Their followers today are known as Hutterites, Mennonites and




Amish. They greatly influenced George Fox of England who
founded the Society of Friends ( Quakers). The Quakers in turn
influenced Leo Tolstoy the Russian Novelist who wrote
extensively on Christian Pacifism and Christian Anarchism.
Tolstoy was instrumental in helping 7000 Russian Christian
pacifists migrate to western Canada where they lived in
communes and espoused a simple life of toil and peace. They
argued that God is love and by his spirit lives in every human
and thus to kill a human is to kill God. They were nicknamed
"Spirit Wrestlers" (Dukabortsi) and were persecuted just about
as much by the Canadian government as the Russian
government they had fled. The Canadian Government took their
land and children from them for refusing to send them to public
schools. They kept their children for seven years. But at least
the Dukabortsi escaped the world wars that were about to
ravage Russia and Europe .

During the next century Europe was wracked with battles that
began as religious wars, but ended in political power struggles,
and the rise of Nationalism.

Thus by the middle of the 20th century, each nation found itself
in alliances pitted against all the rest. Christians viewed
themselves less as a united body, but identified with their nation
of origin. So that in the wars of the 20th century, it was very
common to find Lutheran, Catholic, and Calvinist soldiers
fighting side by side against enemy soldiers who were also
Lutherans, Catholics and Calvinists.

MARTIN LUTHER




The other Reformation Protestant Leaders were Martin Luther of
Germany who embraced the Just War Theory ( he did allow for
a private citizen to be a conscientious objector).

Ulrich Zwingli and Jean Calvin of Switzerland, and John Knox of
Scotland were gung ho traditional unholy Crusaders. The
Calvinists believed they were establishing a Holy
Commonwealth. The State existed to support the Religion of the
elect (that's exactly what the conservative Muslims in Iran say).
When God's honor is at stake, you show no restraint in battle.

THE RISE OF DEMOCRACY

Without knowing it, the crusading Protestants were about to
unleash a century of Religious wars on Europe that would
unravel all authority of monarchs, usher in an age of mob rule,
and find commoners taking over thrones. Prior to this time,
Christians felt that God was in the control of Governments, and
would set up or take down Kings at his will "The most High
ruleth in the Kingdom of Men and giveth it to whomsoever he
will ."(Dan. 4:25)

We now had Calvin saying that a lesser Prince has the right to
organize an overthrow a superior, if the superior is an euvil
person .

THEODORE BEZA
This led Theodore Beza to take it one step farther saying the
Community had the right to depose tyrants.




LET ME KNOCK JOHN KNOX

John Knox agreed with Beza but added not only tyrants but
idolaters. Of course in Religious terms an idolater is anyone
who disagrees with your theology. Therefore on religious
grounds anyone could kill a Monarch and usurp his throne.
Which is exactly what began to happen all over the globe and
continues to this day.

OLIVER CROMWELL

Thus Oliver Cromwell, and his Puritan party, in England
overthrew the lawful King, killed him, and put Cromwell on the
throne claiming it was God's victory.




THE AGE OF REVOLUTIONS

This kind of new theological thinking in the Christian world set
off another century of Revolutions, where armed bands of men
could overthrow any legal authority, and establish themselves
by force as God's chosen people. "They set up Princes but not
by me: They have made princes, and | knew it not." (Hosea 8:4)

EUROPEAN IMPERIALISM

STOP KILLING EACH OTHER. IF YOU WANT TO KILL, GO TO
AMERICA AND KILL THE SAVAGES

The discovery of the Americas took some of the pressure off of
Europe as millions of people migrated. Unfortunately most of the
European Invaders came inbred with the Crusading traditional
War Spirit. They viewed their invasion as an act of God. The
first pilgrims who came on the Mayflower actually saw
themselves as participants in a NEW COVENANT. The early
colonists were convinced that just as the ancient Israelites drove
out the Canaanite heathens, it was their duty to drive out the
Native American heathens.

ROGER WILLIAMS

One of the few early settlers to question the invasion was Roger
Williams. Williams was driven out of Rhode Island by his own
church for suggesting that the Indians had souls and needed to
hear the Gospel.

1620-1900

If dispossessing and annihilating the Native Americans was a
sin (and it was). And if God punishes sinful nations with war
(and He does). Then the history of America should be replete
with wars (and it is). From 1620 until 1900 it was one war after
another. Here are some of the major ones:

King George's War 1745-48




The French/Indian War 1754-1883
The American Revolution 1773-1883
Shay's Rebellion 1786

Thr Whiskey Rebellion 1794

The Tripolitan War 1801-1805

The War of 1812 to 1815

The Black Hawk War against the East coast indians
1820-1832

The Texas Revolution against Mexico 1836
The Mexican War 1846-48

The Civil War 1859-1865

The Indian Wars of the West 1841-1888
The Spanish American War 1895

By the end of the 19th century, the North American continent
was ravished, and the Native Americans, who once numbered
several million, were practically exterminated.

But, the 19th century was the calm before the storm. The 20th
Century would break all records and be the bloodiest century
the world had ever seen.

THE BLOOD BATH BEGINS
THE FIRST WORLD WAR

The first world war began in Bosnia in 1914. Eighty years later
as | write this, Bosnia is again at war. We can only pray that we
are not on the eve of the 3rd world war. The conflict goes back
to the time of the Crusades. In 1453 the Ottoman Turk Islamic
Jihadists overthrew Constantinople. When they invaded the
Balkans, the Christians kept a running battle with them for 500
years. In 1912 the Christian inhabitants of the Balkans again
went to war against the Ottoman Muslim Turks. Then one day,
in 1914, the heir to the Austrian throne was driving with his wife
through Sarajevo, when a Serbian shot and killed them. Austria




declared war on Serbia. Serbia called on her old friend Russia
to help. The Russians mobilized all along their borders (Austria,
Hungary and Germany). France agreed to help the Russians.
on August 1, 1914 , Germany , feeling that she was about to be
attacked, declared war on France and Russia. Britain, Italy the
U.S., Australia, New Zealand and Japan joined France and
Russia. Germany, Austria, Hungary, and the Ottoman Turks lost
the war. On November 11, 1918 they were forced to sign the
treaty of surrender. In four years 10 million soldiers perished,
and 21 million were wounded "Some historians believe as many
civilians died as soldiers” The rationale for the Allies was to
make the world safe for democracy. They were fighting the evil
Huns and Turks. It was labeled as the war to end all wars.

Roland Bainton says this war was portrayed as a Holy war:
"This was a holy war. Jesus was dressed in khaki and portrayed
sighting down a gun barrel. The Germans were Huns. . . to Kill
them was to purge earth of monsters. . . The Lord God of battles
was rolling up the hosts of Armageddon to destroy the great
beast of the Abyss that the new Jerusalem might descend from
the sky."

"The Anglican Bishop of London, A.F. Winnington-Ingram, . . .
called on young Englishmen . . . to kill Germans - to kill them not
for the sake of killing, but to save the world, to kill the good as
well as the bad, to kill the young men as well as the old, to kill
those who have shown kindness as well as those who crucified
our friend the Canadian Sergeant . . . as | have said a thousand
times, | look upon it as a war for purity , | look upon everyone
who dies as a martyr."

By the end of the war to end all wars, people prayed it would
truly be the last for the hideous atrocities of this war were like
none the world had ever seen. Because of the use of chemical
weapons, and bombs now dropped from airplanes, and the
unparalleled deaths, there was a brief hunger in the world for
peace. When all was said and done, people were sickened. This
Holy crusade was neither glorious nor holy.

Herbert Hoover described what he saw




" | was one of few civilians who saw something of the battle of
the Somme. In the distant view were the unending trenches
filled with a million and a half men. Here and there, like ants,
they advanced under the thunder and belching volcanoes from
10,000 guns. Their lives were thrown away until half a million
had died. Passing close by were unending lines of men plodding
along the right side of the road to the front not with drums and
bands but with saddened resignation. Down the left side came
the unending lines of wounded men, staggering among
unending stretchers and ambulances . . ."

THE SECOND WORLD WAR

But the war to end all wars did no such thing. It was only a
preview of an even deadlier, more devastating conflict : the
Second World War. They say it was really just round two of the
first world war. For the Treaty of Versailles, which ended the first
world war, punished the Germans severely making them pay for
war damages, and take responsibility for the war. The
decimated, impoverished Germans were bitter. The Italians felt
they were cheated out of land, and the Japanese felt they were
being racially looked down upon. On the heels of this, came the
Great Depression which halted Europe's recovery, and caused
mass unemployment poverty, and despair.




DICTATORS
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Two movements arose offering false hope: Communism, and
Fascism (extreme nationalistic patriotism). Dictators came to
power in the Soviet Union (Lenin), Italy (Mussolini), Germany
(Hitler) and Japan (Tojo).

In 1939 they began to expand their territories ,and six years
later, over 17 million soldiers were dead, and no one could
begin to count the civilians who were killed, maimed, died of
epidemics, or starvation as a result of the war. It was the most
widespread violent war in the History of the World. Over six
million civilian Jews were killed in European prison camps.

THE ATOMIC BOMB

What made this war so hideous was the increased devastation
of civilians that came with a growing technology in the area of
destruction; especially in the use of bombs. Why in just four
days of bombing, over four million civilians were massacred :
The Dresden fire bombing, The Tokyo fire storm, and The
Atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

The Second World War officially began September 1, 1939
when Germany invaded Poland. The Germans quickly




conquered Denmark, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Belgium,
Norway, and France. What Hitler declared to be a war of
defense, soon turned into a crusade to re-establish the Holy
Roman Empire with Hitler as the new Caesar. By June 1940,
only Great Britain and Russia remained standing against him.
Italy joined Germany. In 1941 Germany invaded Russia, and
Japan attacked the U.S. fleet in Hawaii. By the end of the war,
50 nations had joined against Germany, Italy, and Japan. It
ended in 1945. Much of Europe and Asia was in ruins, as many
as 40 million were dead, and millions more were wounded,
homeless, and starving.

Despite having some overtones of Holy war. The Second World
War lacked the theological verve of the first war. It's true the
Nazis claimed to be a superior chosen race, but they were
mostly Lutherans, and called themselves Christians. It was far
easier to feel some war spirit against the Japanese. After all
they prayed to Buddha, or were part of the ancient Japanese
Shinto Religion. A religion which interestingly enough
embraced, with a frightening fanaticism, the ancient concept
that warriors who died in battle would go straight to paradise.
Thus the world witnessed Kamikaze pilots who recklessly did
suicide attacks with their planes.

Even so, despite attempts by Propagandists to make World War
Il a Holy War, it came closer to that of a Just War. Roland
Bainton, who was an eye witness, and an historian, says "The
mood of the second world war approximated that of the just
war."

But when the smoke and atomic fallout had finally blown away,
many seriously asked "Was it really a just war?"

Certainly the Nazis were evil, and the Italian, and Japanese
were aggressors. But was the conduct of the allies just? In a
Just war civilians were to be spared, but in World War I, the
allies continually targeted large civilian centers. In a Just War
you shed as little blood as possible. The war should not create
more damage than it sought it save: 40 million dead and millions




more wounded, crippled for life, homeless and starving, was
totally out of proportion to any justice.

With the lightning speed of hi- tech scientific advances there
seems to be no way to restrain modern wars. The Just War
Theory is like an ox cart. You can't use it to haul missiles. Even
though many Billy Graham type American theologians have
tried to white wash the second world war, and insist it was as a
Just war, the fact of the matter is, it was madness and all out
hell.

Allied planes dropped wave after wave of bombs on the cultural
center of Dresden, Germany turning the city into a virtual fire
storm.

"It was nerve-shattering to see women, demented after the
raids, crying continuously for their lost children, or wandering
speechless through the streets with dead babies in their arms.”

JAPAN

General Curtis LeMay

A few days prior to dropping the atomic bombs, the Americans
fire bombed Japan's major cities killing a million civilians.
General Curtis LeMay admitted that if the Americans had lost
the war he would be treated as a war criminal. Catholic pilots




blessed by Catholic priests dropped the first Atomic bombs on
Hiroshima, Japan. A few days later, knowing the severity of the
destruction and deaths, they dropped more on Nagasaki.
Nagasaki had the largest Catholic church in Japan. Thousands
of Catholics were in the church when the bomb hit.

Mrs.Hizume, one of a few a survivors said:

"all of the houses were demolished. The crumbled walls and
heaps of tiles stretched for many miles in all directions.
Someone was walking , dragging something along. To my great
surprise it was his intestines, his stomach was ripped open and




it came out and he was dragging it along without knowing what
he was doing... Many people rushed from the center, their
bodies were burnt. Their skin was hanging down like rags. Their
faces were swollen to twice the normal size. They were holding
their hands to their breasts. They were walking, embracing one
another and crying out with pain.”

GEORGE ZABELKA

Zabelka, the Catholic priest who blessed the Atomic bombs
repented before his death and had this to say.

" The destruction of civilians in war was always forbidden by the
church, and if a soldier came to me and asked if he could put a
bullet through a child’s head, | would have told him, absolutely
not. That would be mortally sinful. But in 1945 Tinian Island was
the largest airfield in the world. Three planes a minute could
take off from it around the clock. Many of these planes went to
Japan with the express purpose of killing not one child or one
civilian but of slaughtering hundreds and thousands and tens of
thousands of children and civilians, and | said nothing. | never
preached a single sermon against killing civilians to the men
who were doing it. | was brainwashed! It never entered my mind
to protest publicly the consequences of these massive air raids.
| was told it was necessary told openly by the military and told
implicitly by my church’s leadership. (To the best of my
knowledge no American cardinals or bishops were opposing
these mass air raids. Silence in such matters is a stamp of
approval...

War is now, always has been, and always will be bad, bad
news. | was there. | saw real war. Those who have seen real
war will bear me out. | assure you, it is not of Christ. It is not
Christ’s way. There is no way to conduct real war in conformity
with the teachings of Jesus. There is no way to train people for
real war in conformity with the teachings of Jesus...

The ethics of mass butchery cannot be found in the teachings of
Jesus. In Just War ethics, Jesus Christ, who is supposed to be
all in the Christian life, is irrelevant. He might as well never have




existed. In Just War ethics, no appeal is made to him or his
teaching, because no appeal can be made to him or his
teaching, for neither he nor his teaching gives standards for
Christians to follow in order to determine what level of slaughter
is acceptable...Today the world is on the brink of ruin because
the church refuses to be the church, because we Christians
have been deceiving ourselves and the non-Christian world
about the truth of Christ. There is no way to follow Christ, to love
as Christ loved, and simultaneously to kill other people. It is a lie
to say that the spirit that moves the trigger of a flamethrower is
the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ. It is a lie to say that learning to
kill is learning to be Christ-like. It is a lie to say that learning to
drive a bayonet into the heart of another is motivated from
having put on the mind of Christ. Militarized Christianity is a lie.
It is radically out of conformity with the teaching, life, and spirit
of Jesus." http://www.bruderhof.com/articles/zabelka-
hiroshima.htm?source=DailyDig

The Second World War was neither a holy war, nor a Just War.
It was the wholesale slaughter of old men, women, children,
animals, fruit trees, and insects. In six years the Nazis killed
millions in their gas chambers. The British Killed millions in 16
hours at Dresden, but The Americans killed millions in six
minutes, with the dropping of atomic bombs. With the coming of
the Atomic Age, the Just War theory has been blown away
forever.

The final point of the Just War theory was that the Christian
solders should feel no joy for what they had done, but a deep
remorse.

| was a small child when the American soldiers came back from
Japan, and remember that they came back proud, and arrogant,
jubilant to have won the war, claiming that God was on their
side. There was no remorse only boasting, and celebration.

Christianity which once was a despised, and persecuted Jewish
sect pronouncing love for enemies, and forgiveness as a way of
life, rose from centuries of pacifism and non- violence to




become a restrainer of wars, and eventually a crusading
avenging angel of death, has shown the world that Christian
warfare is as hellish, and ugly, as all the other man made wars
that the world has ever known (perhaps even worse, for they
have done it in the name of the gentle Jesus).

ROLAND BAINTON

| feel | can not go any farther without saying a word about
Roland Bainton. He was born in a small town in Washington
State , and rose to become a Professor Emeritus of History at
Yale University. He is the author of a number of history books,
and | have quoted extensively from his book Christian Attitudes
Towards War and Peace (Abingdon, 1960, Nashville, TN). It is a
must read book.

When he finished the book in 1960, he had recorded over 500
million war deaths in the Twentieth Century. That was before
the Viet Nam War, Cambodian War, and other wars of South
East Asia, before the Iraq Iran war, The Gulf War, the African
wars in Uganda, Rwanda, Ethiopia, Somalia, Liberia, the race
wars of South Africa, the Pakistan Indian War, the Afghanistan
war, the Russian Chechen war, The Wars in El Salvador,
Nicaragua, and Guatemala, and the ongoing war between Israel
and her neighbors in Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, and the
PLO.

No informed witness of the Twentieth Century can deny that our
greatest issue was war. The escalation, and devastation, of
going from horseback cavalry charges to supersonic nuclear
missiles has marked us as barbarians such as the globe has
never dreamed of seeing in her most terrifying nightmares. It's
true... | was there.

Conclusions
In Part One | gave a list of Early men , and women, in the Old

Testament who understood Yah and Humans'’ role in war
beginning with Abraham, Yitzhak, Yahkov, Moshe, Samuel,




Elisha, etc. | noted that Pacifism was rooted in the Hebrew
Bible, most Jews did not, and do not understand it. | showed
how the early followers of Yahshuah of Nazareth understood,
and taught a form of pacifism. | delineated it's 300 years of
practice through the writings of the early Christian leaders. |
explained how under the Roman Emperor Constantine and the
African Theologian Augustine, the view shifted to the Just War
Theory, and then in 12th century, Christians became Crusaders,
fully embracing man-made traditional unholy wars. | also
pointed out the small pockets of Christians like the Italic,
Waldensian, Anabaptist, Mennonite, Hutterite, Amish, Quakers,
and Dukabours still teach and practice Biblical Pacifism.

A FINAL THOUGHT

We are now moving into the 21st century. Azazel's Archons
have possessed Jewish militants who feel God is asking them to
purge Israel of all non-Jews, and expand significantly her
boundaries to include all the land that God promised to
Abraham (From the Egyptian Nile to the Euphrates).

The Archons have possessed Christian militants who are ready
to join any crusade, anywhere, whenever one can be rightly
established as having God's blessing.

The Archons have possessed Islamic militants who feel it is
God's will for them to conquer the whole world.

Where there is smoke there is fire. What with our scientists
feverishly producing bigger, and more fiendish weapons, and
what with the oil rich nations purchasing these weapons in a
mad rush, | mournfully, and solemnly predict that as we enter
this next century we will see the planet wracked, cracked,
scorched, poisoned, polluted, burned, scathed, seared, scared,
nuked, and inundated with larger, and more deadly wars.

SO WHAT SHOULD WE DO ?




Five things:

1.
2.

Seek God with all your heart.

Love God with all your heart, and soul, and mind, and
strength.

Love all people, including your enemies, and do violence
to no one.

Stand still and see the Salvation of the Lord.
Preach the Gospel of Peace
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